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T h e  h e a r t  o f  n e w  y o r k  c i t y

HHS Band and Chorus students will be 
traveling to New York City May 7!10, 2009 
and will spend time in Times Square.

Find  a  complete  l i st  on  
our  webs ite !

Upcoming Events

T IMES SQUARE

e are planning a very 
exciting trip for the high 
school band and chorus 
members.  Through Heritage 

Festivals, 160  students will travel by bus 
to New York City where they will 
compete in a music festival.  Such a 
destination also offers great opportunities 
for cultural enrichment, shopping, sight 
seeing and a chance to collaborate and 
come together as a music department as 
we prepare music to be heard by 
adjudicators.  While the main focus of 
this trip is to raise our performance 
standards to compete in a music festival, 
we also want to provide students with a 
lot of great experiences.  Students will 
visit Times Square, see a musical on 
Broadway, visit the Statue of Liberty,  
take a dinner cruise around the harbor, 
perform at a school on our travel day 

down, stay in hotels, walk down 5th 
Avenue and go up the Empire State 
Building.  As you can imagine, this is a 
packed trip and is very expensive.  We 
have talked about how raising a huge 
amount of money will be a challenge, 
and we will have to attain certain 
funding benchmarks by November.  It is 
going to be a challenge, but the rewards 
are worth every penny.  It will take many 
parents and community members coming 
together to support these dedicated 
students.  This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the students of Houlton HS to learn 

from real world travel 
experiences. We ask 
that you support the 
fundraises, events and  
special projects hosted 
by The Music 
Boosters.  

Booster Activities

Call 532-2398 to set up an appointment 
at your convenience for a crew of 
students to help with fall clean up or 
other yard tasks.  Donations accepted. 

Buy Pizza Hut discount cards at $8 a 
piece and get $75 worth of coupons. 

Bring your returnables to the Florence 
Avenue Redemption Center and donate 
the money towards the Music Boosters. 

Boosters Meeting

Monday, November 10, 7pm 
Houlton High School Room 32
The last meeting before a number of 
important events and festivals. 

All Aroostook & All 
State Auditions

Saturday, November 15, All Day 
Houlton High School
Students from all over the county come 
to HHS to audition for these two honors 
festivals.  Boosters fundraiser - selling 
concessions and organization help 
needed!

Footloose

11/21 7pm, 11/22 7pm, 11/23 3pm
The annual fall musical!  Footloose is a 
fantastically upbeat story about a new 
kid in town who leads the senior class to 
fight the law that prohibits dancing. 

students need your help getting to nyc!

W

B
r

o
a

d
w

a
y

 t
h

e
a

te
r 

S
ta

tu
e

 o
f 

L
ib

e
r

ty
 

s
h

o
p

p
in

g

http://www.heritagefestivals.com/heritagefest/cities/newyork.asp
http://www.heritagefestivals.com/heritagefest/cities/newyork.asp
http://www.heritagefestivals.com/heritagefest/cities/newyork.asp
http://www.heritagefestivals.com/heritagefest/cities/newyork.asp


elcome to another great year of 
music making in the Junior 
High.  The year started off with 

great momentum.  Students have been 
excited to learn new music and we have 
been having a great time working together.  
We have learned about 14 songs for 
basketball games, and we are working on 
five songs for our winter concert in 
December. 
    Junior High band students have a full 
band rehearsal every day, as well as one 
lesson per week.  Students are also 
required to practice at least 1 hour per 

week outside of school.  Students are 
greatly encouraged to practice more if 
possible.  Please work with your students 
to set a specific time to practice everyday 
as they balance homework, sports, family 
commitments, etc.  Students will receive a 
monthly practice sheet where they will log 
in their practice time, keep that sheet with 
their music, and each week during their 
lesson I will check their times to make 
sure they are up to date with their 
assignments.  I encourage you to check 
Power Parent to make sure they are up-to-
date with their grades.  

    Entering a new school as junior high 
students offers these young adults with 
many new opportunities.  We have many 
musical ensembles for kids to participate 
in outside of school.  I am very pleased 
that all of the Junior High band students 
are involved and enjoying their 
experience.  At the end of everyday I sit 
back in my office chair and think about 
how excited and happy I am that I have a 
great group of musicians to work with.  
Keep up the good work, please feel free to 
contact me with any comments or 
concerns.   ~ Kevin Mania

High School Chorus and Junior High Chorus News

ÒONE BAND, ONE SOUNDÓ
he HHS BAND year is off to a 
strong start as over one hundred 
students have come together to 
work as one band, or as we call it 

ÒOne Band, One SoundÓ (from the movie 
Drum Line).  Our goal this year is to have 
all students take ownership of their 
individual progress to make the entire 
band better.  With the overwhelming 
success of our first concert of the year, I 
know that this band can excel at all they 
set out to accomplish.  In order for 
students to become more invested in a 
student centered ensemble, there is a new 
student leadership team that will assist me 
in activities and communicating to the 
entire band.  We also have a great crew of 
service learners that are a tremendous 
help to the overall program and 
constantly show me that they take pride 

in their work in helping out the band.  I 
will also look to our great senior 
leadership and many upperclassmen to 
help mentor less experienced players.
    Students will be tested at the 
beginning of the second quarter to see 
where they are musically so that an 
individual improvement plan will be set in 
place to help work on strengthening 
weaknesses.  Students will also be 
responsible for turning in practice slips for 
grades.   I encourage parents to visit our 
website and look at the syllabus, schedule 
for the year, monthly lesson/activity 
schedule and practice slip requirements so 
that you have a better understanding of 
grades and requirements.
    The high school instrumental 
program is in full swing.  Students are 
rehearsing in jazz band and percussion 

ensemble and some students are also 
preparing to audition for the All Aroostook 
or All State honor bands.  I would also like 
to continue the traditions of student led 
small ensembles including flute, 
saxophone, and perhaps a new brass group 
this year.  Symphonic band will also start 
sooner in the school year so that we can 
prepare music to compete in the May 
festival trip to NYC.  My goal is to enter 
the concert band, symphonic band and 
percussion ensemble to be adjudicated 
during our trip.
    A monthly calendar that outlines all 
events from lessons, performances to extra 
ensemble rehearsals is given out to the 
band.  This calendar will also be posted on 
the web page.  Staying organized during 
busy, upcoming, months will be a major 
key to a studentsÕ success.  Please feel free 
to email me if you have questions about 
the HHS instrumental program.            
~Joe Fagnant, Commitment to Excellence

T

Junior High Band Begins Strong

W

igh school chorus is almost 100-
members strong this year!  With 
this exciting number of singers, I 

anticipate a wonderful sound at our 
concert.  They have shown great strength 
and drive in our rehearsals thus far.  
 The most challenging piece in our 
repertoire this semester is ÒHow lovely is 
Thy dwelling placeÓ by Johannes Brahms.  
This choral masterwork demands long 
phrases, good ears and intonation for 
chromatic singing, and impeccable diction.    
Students are researching the life and music 
of Brahms to learn more about this 
influential composer.  The mensÕ sections 
have also shown great promise this year as 

we are able to sing in 4 parts (more than 
just the usual 2: tenor and bass)!  This will 
be showcased in a holiday favorite 
ÒMasters in this Hall.Ó
 The HS Chorus has two performances 
this December: our annual concert shared 
with the HS Band on December 4 and a 
combined concert with the Community 
Chorus on December 12. 
 Junior High Chorus is 66-voices 
strong!  As part of their independent study 
with me, four high school seniors assist 
during JH Chorus.  It is wonderful to have 
the extra leadership in each vocal section, 
and the JH students love getting to know 
the upperclassmen!  In addition, Mrs. 

Carole Bates also accompanies rehearsals.  
Such extensive help during rehearsal 
enables us to learn music more quickly, 
and give more individual attention to 
students that would not be possible if I 
were the only leader with 66 singers.  
 The JH singers are working diligently 
on their concert program.  Many are opting 
to participate in All Aroostook honors 
chorus.  I look forward to the coming year!  
 Each ensemble has its own website that 
has current information regarding concerts, 
assignments, and policies.  Check it out!
Please contact me with questions and 
concerns!
~ Rebecca DeWan

H



Plan  ahead!

Please check the online calendar for 
updates and additional concerts & 
basketball games.  We also have a 
black and white concert dress 
requirement for our large groups.

JH Chorus

Winter Concert
Thursday, December 11, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 20, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

JH Band

Winter Concert
Thursday, December 11, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

Spring Concert
Thursday, May 14, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

HS Chorus

Winter Concert
Thursday, December 4, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

Holiday Concert with Community 
Chorus
Dress rehearsal Tuesday, Dec 9, 7pm
Concert Friday, Dec 12, 7pm

Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 20, 7pm

HS Band

Winter Concert
Thursday, December 4, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

Spring Concert
Thursday, May 14, 7pm
Students report at 6:30

Concert Dates
small and noteworthy articles 

All Aroostook Festival
We hope your student will take the 
opportunity to audition for the All 
Aroostook Festival.  This yearÕs festival 
is taking place at Houlton High School.  
The other Aroostook County music 
teachers have lined up some fantastic 
guest conductors for each honors 
ensemble.  This is a great way for our 
students to be challenged musically and 
connect with other players and singers in 
the county.  Auditions are November 15 
at HHS (JH chorus students do not have 
to audition).

Houlton Community Arts Center Moves Forward
The Houlton Community Arts Center Council is ready to kick off the next phase of 
its fund drive by mailing out our promotional DVDs to alumni.  We have partnered 
with the alumni association to get this very informative and highly professional 
DVD out to the public.  We are excited to begin this next phase.  There is also a new 
campaign kicking off with the help of the Houlton Rotary ClubÕs November auction, 
as we offer the community the opportunity to buy a new chair for the auditorium.  
These chairs will be sold as individuals or in combined sets for a reasonable price.  
Donors will then be recognized with a small plaque on the chair and also on a 
permanent wall display in the new arts center.  We know that there are challenges 
during these economic times, but we are excited to have both of these campaigns 
starting and offer different donation levels for people to give to the program and be 
recognized as contributing to the Houlton Community Arts Center.

Check out the HCAC website: www.houltonarts.org 

Joe Fagnant, President, Houlton Community Arts Center Council

New Department Website
These newsletters are just one way we 
make information available to you.  
Please check out our new website to 
find the most up-to-date information 
about concerts, assignments, 
schedules, and more.  This new web 
site will be our primary way to link to  
parents and the community.  A big 
thank you goes out to Rebecca DeWan 
for creating the site and also managing 
the many pages that will be filled with 
information and feature the successes 
we are having within the entire K-12 
music program.

www.sad29music.org

Fall Musical: FOOTLOOSE
Get our your dancing shoes and dust 
off your 80Õs attire - FOOTLOOSE is 
coming to town!  The musical is off to 
a great start.  The cast of 50+ 7-12 
graders has been working hard to put 
together a great production Nov 21-23.  
Scott Walker is playing piano for the 
cast as rehearsal accompanist and 
Brandi Hill (HHS Õ05) is choreo-
graphing.  Pam Chernesky is helping 
the actors develop their characters.  
Ms. DeWan is thrilled to be working 
with great professionals to offer the 
best possible experience for the cast.  
We look forward to seeing you 
November 21-23.  

CHECK OUT NEXT MONTHÕS 
NEWSLETTER FOR SHOW 
INFORMATION AND SYNOPSIS

Sound Support 
The annual sound support fund drive 
was kicked off in September with a 
mailing to past donors.  We are always 
looking for new members, and anyone 
can donate to the music boosters and 
have the opportunity to advertise their 
name or business in our up coming 
concert programs.  The major program 
booklets this year are the fall musical 
and also the State Vocal Jazz program 
in April.  Please consider a donation of 
$25, $50, $100 or higher and list a 
business, family name or honor that 
special student.  See the enclosed 
application form.  Thank you!  
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Houlton, ME 04730
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Anytown, State 54321 

This is an exciting year for the 7-12 parents and community members who make up our music boosters organization.  There are many 
district and state events that are being hosted here at Houlton Junior Senior High School.  All of these events will bring visitors to our 
community, allow us to raise funds for projects, and highlight the strength of our music department and the pride we have in our 
supportive parents.  The following activities are part of our schedule of events.  All of these projects, fundraisers, and festivals need 
parents.  Come to a meeting or email a music director - your talent and dedication will be needed for us to succeed.

November 15 All Aroostook/All State Auditions: parents to head up concessions, operate the registration table, provide food for 
judges, organize student workers, run the festival from 8:00am-4:00pm.  If you are unable to work that particular day, then please 
donate food/water for concessions or food for judges.

November 21, 22, 23 Musical: parents to work backstage, operate the ticket table, oversee the dessert buffet, donate food/water for 
dessert buffet, assist with cast party. 

January 16,17 All Aroostook Music Festival: Friday 1/16 is a rehearsal day with the middle school and high school chorus rehearsing 
at St. MaryÕs and the middle/high school bands rehearsing at the school.  Saturday 1/17 will have all ensembles rehearsing at the 
school.  We are responsible for set up, moving equipment, providing concessions, assisting with serving lunch, selling tickets and t-
shirts, parking, ushering, reset and clean up and putting the school back in order.   If you are unable to work that particular day, then 
please donate food/water for concessions or food for judges.

Next major event that will need lots of parents: State Vocal Jazz Festival April 4th, similar to All Aroostook, but bigger!

Find an extensive list of how students can earn NYC trip credits here: http://www.sad29music.org/MSAD_29_Music/Trip_Credits.html

MSAD #29 Music boosters
Supporting and upholding a tradition of musical excellence in our schools
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